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LETIERS 


Welsh, La. 
Gentlemen: 


In the September 17, 1952, Journal we find the 
article of Rev. H. L. Love, Jr., ““Who Is Disloyal?” 
The simple solution of the “Church Union” issue 
presented by Mr. Love is what loyal, informed, 
Southern Presbyterians have been waiting for. It 
gives the Liberals of the N.C.C., the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church and the Southern Presbyterian 
Church a clear indication of how the Southern 
Presbyterian Church will successfully defend itself 
against efforts to force it to liquidate. 


We now know exactly how to proceed to defeat 
the church union drive. To make the victory over- 
whelmingly complete, we must also free the 
Southern Presbyterian Church from domination by 
the National and World Council of Churches. 


Sincerely, 


B. L. Orvis, 
Thirty-One Years An Elder, 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 





EDITORIAL 
The Chapel Hill Case 


For some years it has been common knowledge 
that the Presbyterian Church at Chapel Hill has 
departed from the accepted standards, not only of 
Presbyterianism but also of evangelical Christianity. 


Presbyterians—many of them—moved to Chapel 
Hill and soon found themselves completely out of 
accord with the preaching they heard from the pulpit 
and from the program demonstrated by the church. 
Some joined other churches, some simply attended 
other churches, some were disillusioned and dis- 
heartened and became cynical both as to the message 
and the purpose of the Church. A goodly number 
determined to go about the establishing of another 
Presbyterian church where they could hear preach- 
ing and participate in a program worthy of their 
denomination. 
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The situation became so acute that some six 
months ago a special Judicial Commission was ap- 
pointed by Orange Presbytery to thoroughly go into 
the entire matter. 


The report of this Commission has been published 
and it has become the object of discussion and debate 
in the secular press. The Presbytery will act on this 
report at a called meeting on January 6th. 


The report of the Commission brings out many 
things. For the sake of brevity only some of these 
will be mentioned: 


a. Unbaptized persons have been admitted to the 
church and the rite of baptism has not been adminis- 
tered. To some of the officers this did not seem im- 
portant and some indicated that the Sacrament of 
baptism was to be administered, or not, according 
to the individual desire of the one being admitted. 


b. The session does not ask the questions outlined 
in the Book of Church Order of persons received 
into the church, at times the individual is asked if 
he will accept Jesus as his “life’s guide.” Again, the 
general program and interest of the church is simply 
outlined. 


c. Several officers of the church, both elders and 
deacons, are not ordained and have not been properly 
installed, nor are they instructed in the Standards 
of the church or in its doctrinal beliefs. 


d. The officers of the church seem to have a gen- 
eral feeling that it is relatively, or absolutely, un- 
important that the church be Presbyterian except 
insofar as that “rules” are necessary in any organiza- 
tion. They are generally uninformed regarding the 
theological beliefs of our church and in most cases 
they were found to hold convictions differing sharp- 
ly with those outlined in our Standards. Only a very 
few could speak of convictions which include the 
concept of man needing a Saviour, and of Christ 
as a necessary Saviour. 
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e. Several officers declared that they did not feel 
the Sacraments to be necessary while only a minority 
believe that Christ is objectively essential to an ade- 
quate religious experience. 


For but few of the officers is the Christ of 
their faith the Christ of the Bible, as presented in 
our Confession of Faith. Most would ascribe to 
Him at least some measure of “divinity.”’ For some, 
however, it was the “divinity” as every man is 
divine. For but one officer was Christ preexistent, 
most of them did not even understand the meaning 
of the term. For but one or two was He the Son of 
God in any special, essential sense, and for but a 
very few was there any real significance in the Resur- 
rection. 


zy. At least one officer (an elder) felt that a good 
Confucianist or Hindu might conceivably be a bet- 

r “Christian” than most professing Christians. For 
most of the officers the Bible is an unusual book, but 
not inspired as our Confession defines the term. At 
least one officer was repelled by the idea of “‘sacri- 
fice” and he could not feel content within a religious 
atmosphere which included, in relation to salvation, 
“sacrifice,” “death,” and the “shedding of blood.” 


h. At least one officer evidently does not believe 
in a personal God. To him Humanism is God. At 
least one explicitly declared that he is a Unitarian 
by conviction. 


. Most of the officers have serious mental reser- 
vations respecting such essential things as the con- 
dition of man as a sinner, his need of a Saviour, 
Christ as the Divine Son of God, the only Saviour 
of a lost humanity, and the reality of either Heaven 
or Hell, doctrines not primarily Presbyterian but 
Christian. 


That the pastor, by his substitution of Humanism 
for Christianity, “religion” for Christ and an almost 
total disregard for his own ordination vows, is in a 
great measure responsible for this situation is evi- 
dent. That he has projected his own personality on 
his congregation is also obvious. Of those loyal to 
him, some consider him the “embodiment of Jesus,” 
the ‘finest Christian in the community” and his ser- 
mons as, “seminars in religious experience” and 
“challenges to individual thinking.” 


Apparently, in this church, religion is a search- 
ing for God through humanitarian activities, with 
“salvation” a reward for a good life, while the only 


doctrines of importance are those which are the 


product of human experience and are therefore sub- 
ject to further experimentation and revision. 


The pastor is a man of strong convictions, almost 
obsessions, on some social problems and their solu- 
tion. As much as some may disagree with his ac- 
tivities along social and racial lines, this is Not the 
question at issue. 


The problem is this: Our Presbyterian Church 
is a confessional Church. It has Standards and 
Confession of Faith, rooted and grounded in the 
Word of God. As one daily newspaper has pointed 
out, it is a Presbyterian Church, not an Ethical 
Culture Society. Within the framework of our 
Presbyterian faith there remains great latitude for 
individual expression of Christian life, but as long 
as we remain a Confessional Church we must con- 
tinue to subscribe to certain beliefs and doctrines as 
an essential part of Christianity. 


The issue at stake is one which goes to the very 
heart of our Church and her faith. 





The Westminster 
Standards On 
The Bible 


It is held by some that our spiritual forebears 
of the 17th century did not commit themselves on 
the point of infallibility or absolute truth of the 
original manuscripts of all Scripture in all of its 
parts. Further we are told that they wisely and 
properly left such matters open, purposely refrain- 
ing from the adoption and endorsement of such an 
untenable position. It will be worth while to review 
the Standards to see just what they do contain rela- 
tive to this vital point. To some, it may be novel; 
to some, enlightenment; to others, both. 


Chapter I, Par. I: “. . . It pleased the Lord . 
to reveal Himself, and to declare that His will unto 
His Church, and . to commit the same wholly 
unto writing...” Par. II: “Under the name of 
Holy Scripture, or the word of God written, are 
now contained all the books of the Old and New 
Testaments . . . all of which are given by inspira- 
tion of God ... ” Par. IV: “The authority of the 
Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed 
and obeyed, dependeth . . . wholly upon God (Who 
is truth itself), the author thereof; and therefore it 
is to be received, because it is the Word of God.” 
Par. V: “. . . Our full persuasion and assurance of 
the infallible truth and Divine authority thereof, 
is... of the Holy Spirit...” Par. VIII: “The Old 
Testament in Hebrew .. . and the New Testament 
in Greek , being immediately inspired of God 

. are therefore authentical ... ” 
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Chap. IX, Par. 2: “By Him (the Holy Spirit) 
the prophets were moved to speak the word of God, 
and all the writers of the Holy Sciptures inspired 
to record infallibly the mind and will of God...” 


Chap. XVI, Par. 2: “By this faith, a Christian 
believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the 
Word, for the authority of God Himself speaking 
therein...” L. C. 3: “The Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments are the Word of God...” 
L. C. 4: “The Scriptures manifest themselves to 
be the Word of God . . . But the Spirit of God, is 
alone able fully to persuade it (the heart) that they 
are the very Word of God.” 


Now these are rather strong statements; and they 
seem to be clear. In their light our forefathers and 
ourselves believe that these Westminster divines 
meant just what we mean now by infallibility and 
inerrancy. (These terms are hardly diverse the one 
from the other, though there may be some technical 
shade of difference. In the last analysis there ap- 
pears no disparity between “not capable of making 
mistakes” and “containing no errors”). All that 
the words of the Creed lack of inerrancy is the use 
of the word! It were a keen mind indeed to main- 
tain that the Scripture is infallible but not inerrant! 
Is it not correct then to say,—in view of what is 
set forth so startlingly clear in our Standards, even 
at a time when there was no such issue as now ob- 
tains, that anyone who holds that the Confessional 
Statements do not involve the infallibility of the 
Bible, holds a view at variance with the plainly en- 
dorsed and even literally expressed fact in those 
same Standards? Whatever attitude one may choose 
to assume, the Confession is as unequivocal as it 
is plain. The fault is in the reader or in the one 
who accepts our System of Doctrine, and not in the 
Standards, if the latter seem to fall short of iner- 
rancy. 


It is quite easy to project antecedent convictions 
of the mind upon the pages of a book, and even to 
twist the writer’s intent. Here we think is the ex- 
planation of the repudiation of Scriptural infallibil- 
ity as found written in the Confession. The as- 
sumption that the Creed tolerates any lower view 
of Holy Writ than inerrancy of its originals, seems 
to be a subterfuge to escape the logic of strict sub- 
scription, and an attempt to evade the clear obliga- 
tion devolving on the spiritual descendants of the 
Westminster divines, in holding the Bible to be true 
in the Scriptural, historical, and Presbyterian sense. 


Some appear not to want an inerrant Bible: they 
would be made uncomfortable by it. Some assert 
(page the Auburnites!) that an inerrant Bible 
would “impair the authority of Scripture!’ Look 
again at the Confession. Review these words. Pause 
on, “Our full persuasion and assurance of the in- 
fallible truth and Divine authority thereof, is... 
of the Holy Spirit.” Surely such language does not 
permit exceptions. It appears simple logic to admit 
the Confession’s commital to inerrancy. The dubious 
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may well beware lest, lacking assurance that our 
Creed attests inerrancy because the originals were 
inerrant, they thereby themselves also evidence a 


lack of the Holy Spirit! —R.F.G. 





Christian Humanitarianism 
Is Concerned About 
Body - Soul And Spirit 


One of the outstanding doctrines and character- 
istics of historical Presbyterianism is the recognition 
of man’s duty to God. This is embodied in the first 
question in the Shorter Catechism which states: 
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
him forever.” 


Humanitarianism is, among other things, the con- 
cern for the welfare of and an attempt to meet the 
needs of others in the social and material realms. 


Our Lord commended loving concern for man- 
kind in words very clear: “J’erily I] say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
There can be no caviling about the Christian’s re- 
sponsibility in such matters and to do so is to go 
against the clear and repeated teachings of Scrip- 
tures. One of the tragedies in so many of our lives 
is our failure to “love our neighbors as ourselves.” 


But there is a grave temptation to substitute hu- 
manitarianism for Christianity, to feel that in doing 
good to our fellowmen we are fulfilling God’s divine 
law in its entirety. It is only when our love includes 
a concern for the physical and spiritual welfare of 
others that we are glorifying God as we should. 
To show a concern for the soul of an unsaved man 
while we ignore his material needs is to come short 
of our profession as Christians. By the same token, 
a concern for the economic and social problems of 
others without bringing them face to face with their 
greatest need of all—the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
only Saviour from sin, is unworthy of the name of 
Christian effort. 


It should be obvious to all Christians that we 
glorify God when we recognize and act on the needs 
of others, in body, soul and spirit. Material needs are 
important but how infinitely more important are 


those of the soul. —L.N.B. 


Doing Things We 
Never Did Before 


“Not so, Lord; for I have never.” 
(Acts 10:14) 


In response to these visions Peter did something 
which he had never done before, and the doing of 
it brought a rich blessing to him, and to the house- 
hold of Cornelius, and to the whole Church. 





Parents love to see their little children do some 
new thing; take the first step, or speak the first 
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word, or do or say something which they had never 








done or said before. 


When we become Christians we are “babes in 
Christ.”” We ought to show that we are growing 
by doing some new things for our Master. Yet I 
am afraid that some of us are content to remain as 
we are and never do something new. There are 
plenty of things we might do to show that we are 
growing in grace and in the knowledge of Christ. 


There are some Christians who do not have the 
Family Altar. Do you not think that it would please 
Him and be a blessing to you and your home if you 
would start one today. 


There are others who have never had a real sys- 
tem in their giving, who have never set aside a 
definite proportion of their income for the Lord’s 
work. This thing which you have never done has 
kept you from receiving a blessing. Would it not 
be a fine way of showing your love and gratitude 
for you to begin a systematic way of giving right 
now? 


Some mighty good Christians have never led in 
public prayer. Now I know that our secret praying 
is much more important than our public praying, 
but it is a good thing to pray so that others can be 
blessed by the sound of your voice in public. Many 
of our church members never attend prayer meeting ; 
why not start today? 


There are those who have never spoken to, or led 
a soul to Christ. If you have never felt the thrill of 
trying to win a soul for Him, try it, and see what 
a wonderful experience it will be. 


At the beginning of this New Year, would it not 
be a good time for us to do something for our 
Lord which we have never done before ?—J.K.P. 


The Glory Of God 


The glory of God is seen through the eyes of 
faith. By faith we recognize God’s glory for what 
it is while to the unbelieving it is a phenomenon 
only, something for which a rationalistic explan- 
ation is sought. 





To the questioning Martha our Lord revealed 
himself as the resurrection and the life, the glorious 
fact that those who believe in him are transformed 
from dead to living persons for whom life becomes 
an eternal possession. 


Only a few minutes later and Martha would 
stay the hand of our Lord as he commanded that the 
stone be moved from the tomb of her dead brother. 
The words of Christ were to remind Martha of his 
promise to her but they ring down the centuries to 
people everywhere: “Said I not unto thee, that, if 
thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory 


of God.” 


Is it not true today that God withholds the reve- 
lation of His glory from the unbelieving? Is it not 
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true that those who do believe have opened up to 


them the vistas of His glory, with which nothing 
in this world can compare? 


As men see the glory of God they recognize their 
own sinfulness as never before. As they behold His 
glory they catch a vision of His power and majesty. 
As they see the glory of the Supernatural One they 
sense something of the nothingness of their own 
efforts, aside from Him and His help. And they 
realize that they have entered into this experience 
of God’s glory through the gate of faith. 


As much as Christians and the Church need 
many things, certainly we need a new willingness 
to believe, a realization that faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 


Irrational? Perhaps. Illogical? By human stan- 
dards, yes. 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is 
the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? 


BELIEVE — SEE THE GLory or Gop.—L.N.B. 





The Forgotten Man 


Peculiar and tragic seem the fortunes of China’s 
Nationalist Leader, the Generalissimo, Chiang Kai 
Shek. Only a few years ago Christian Journals and 
even the Secular Press heralded this man as the 
world’s foremost Christian. He was the subject of 
discussion groups. He was praised by platform and 
pulpit. The populace was impressed by the remark- 
able Christian revolution in his life as well as by 
the observance of daily family worship which he 
and his estimable wife maintained. 


But of late Madame Chiang’s pleas for help fall 
on deaf ears. The General’s offer of reserve forces 
are spurned. He is the forgotten man, a failure, a 
renegade, racketeer, squanderer. His halo is gone. 
Only too quickly do men turn from fading glory; 
too readily do they believe the worst. 


Let us admit that the Nationalist Government 
was corrupt (A spotless U. S. A.!) ; but look at the 
material with which he had to deal, and the situation 
which the Generalissimo faced; and add that the 
U. S. powers tried in vain to force him into a com- 
munistic combine, which would have contradicted 
our own best interests, as well as completely com- 
promised the sacred cause of China’s liberty,—now 
sadly lost, but not by Chiang’s betrayal. Say that 
U. S. funds were squandered, that money was di- 
verted, that waste and incompetence were wide- 
spread. (His story will reveal the whole truth to 
those who are so quick to judge and so hasty to con- 
demn). But say also that only a true patriot would 
have stood firm in the breach and would have risked 
his life and also ignominy and disgrace at the hands 
of unprincipled critics, when he could readily have 
deserted his people and their cause, to find asylum 
in some neutral land, there to enjoy luxury with the 
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funds which at least he was guiltless of dissipating 
in his own interests. We disarmed him, while we 
allowed Russia to arm against him with Japanese 
supplies, U. S. approved! Chiang constantly won 
against the Communists until he was forced into a 
ten month’s truce by General Marshall’s visit: he 
could not stand against America’s witting or un- 
witting misunderstanding of the situation which he 
and his Government faced. 


We do not know all the facts. 
ity is in order in such case. The once acclaimed 
world-foremost Christian is still a Christian. He 
shows magnanimous spirit, despite contumely heaped 
upon him, along with the price set on his head. He 
has courage in the face of danger, patriotism and 
lovalty to God and native land. We believe that he 
will yet be vindicated. Honor, respect and sympathy 
are still his due. And certainly we can pray for him 
and for his wife and for his Nationalist troops, as 
also for their hopes and plans nourished on the island 
bastion where he still valorously stands firm against 
our common enemy Communism in preparation for 
some fateful hour. Why not write him thousands of 
letters of encouragement! Why not pray! 
ten? Not of God! O mores! 


—R.F.G. 


The cloak of char- 


Forgot- 
Tempora! 





“Calvin Said ...”’ 
(On What To Teach Our Children) 


“Those whom God has honored by giving them 
children, must be made aware that they are especial- 
ly obligated to take care that their children are duly 
instructed. Now if they want to educate them well, 
they must always begin with the FAITH, for chil- 
dren may appear to every virtue and yet 
have nothing if God is not feared and honored 
their lives. 


“We know 
doctrinate 
world. 


pe ssSess 


some who go to great 
their children in the manners of the 
To be sure, they do well to procure, as they 
do, good teachers for them, but it is only to teach 
them how to make a good showing before the world: 
how to use Latin 


pains to in- 


and thus make a showing before 
the public, how to divide, how to cut a good figure. 
But as for a knowledge of God, they have none. 
In their case, the cart has been placed before the 
horse. 


“On the other hand, respecting the instruction 
of children, look to St. Paul. If you follow his ex- 
ample, they will first come to know God, and that 
knowledge constitutes a foundation upon which 
you can truly build. Without this foundation, all 
will be ruin and confusion. When, however, we 
have labored to instruct our children in the faith 
and in the right and pure knowledge of God and 
His Truth, the response in their lives will almost 
be automatic: they will become honest, there will 
be no sign of dissoluteness or intemperance; they 
will possess such self-control as to be able to avoid 
frivilous living, profligacy, 
things.”’* 


drunkenness and similar 
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In this rather literal and hence rough translation 
of Calvin’s views on the instruction of children, it 
is perfectly evident that the Reformer anticipated the 
views that four centuries later would be preached 
as ‘modern child psychology.”’ Much clearer than 
so many of us today, Calvin saw that the “don’ts” 
and the “dos” of life demand corresponding reasons; 
that morality needs a foundation upon which to 
stand. He saw that godly living requires godliness; 
that it is futile to train up a child in the way he 
should go if that way is not the fear of the Lord. 





*From a Sermon on Titus 1:5-6. 
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What Think Ye Of Christ? 


The Church’s Responsibility for the RSV’s Witness 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary — Decatur, Ga. 


The Church of the living God is the pillar and 
ground of the truth. And the Church testifies that 
the Bible is not merely the record of God's revela- 
tion, but is indeed “the Word of God written.” 
Further, from this written Word the Church pro- 
claims Jesus Christ as true and eternal God Who be- 
came also truly man for us men and for our salvation. 
Alongside the Church's testimony to her Head and 
King there appear from time to time reduced, or 
Arianizing Christologies, or what Aulen, THE 
FAITH OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, pp 210- 
219, calls a separation Christology. That means a 
view that separates Christ from God and presents 
Him as less than God — forgetting that a Christ who 
is less that God is a ladder that does not reach quite 
to heaven. Since the Church is the pillar and ground 
of the truth, it is her duty to examine the current 
RSV to determine whether it has accepted and used 
the Old Testament in Hebrew and the New in Greek 
as immediately inspired of God, and what witness 
the RSV bears to Christ — does it teach the Church 
doctrine or does it gravitate toward a separation 
Christology. 

The Translators 

Armstrong of Princeton, who died before he could 
do effective work on this translation, seems to have 
.wen the only conservative Presbyterian appointed as 
wae of these translators. When the RSV Bible was 
published the Jews but not the Presbyterians were 
represented among the translators. Yet, from Iren- 
aeus*, exposure of the effort of the Jews to deny the 
translation of Isaiah 7.14 made in their own Septua- 
gint (two centuries before Christ) by introducing 
new second century A. D. translations by Aquila and 
Theodotion, to the article published by this RSV 
Jewish translator in the Introduction to the new 
Bible, it has been evident that Jews and Christians 
read the Messianic prophecies differently. More gen- 
erally, the Church ought to look into the dominant 
positions taken by the educational institutions from 
which most of the RSV translators come and the 
doctrines of the Bible and of Christ taught by these 
men. For example, one of them in his volume OUT- 
LINE OF BIBLICAL THEOLOGY. p. 112 asserts, 
“The New Testament, however, never quite puts 
Christ in the place of God . . . He is never identi- 
fied with God but remains a distinct person.” An- 
other RSV translator delivered an attack upon THE 
CHRISTOLOGICAL FOUNDATION OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES because that 
Council upheld the Church testimony to Christ AS 
GOD AND SAVIOUR. In his paper this RSV 


* Agains Heresies. I1.21.1-5 
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translator set forth his views on New Testament 
teaching thus: 

Even when the New Testament writers “re- 
ferred to Jesus as ¢heos that did not mean that 
he was identical with the one God of the uni- 
verse”. “Christ was not a divine being.” “He 
(Paul) could and did use ‘in Christ’, because 
Christ was not for him the same as God.” “In 
the Epistle to the Hebrews . . . by definition 
he is not God, but the one who makes the sacri; 
fice acceptable to Him.” “But despite all the. 
predicates of deity bestowed upon the Lamb, he 
is clearly a distinct and separate being.” 

Is it proper to expect translators who hold these 
views to translate the Bible in accord with the full 
witness of the Church to Christ? 


Worship or Merely Kneel Before? 

The Greek word, prosquneo, occurs about 60 times 
in the New Testament and is regularly rendered wor- 
ship. In four cases, however, where the term is ap- 
plied to Christ, the RSV shies off of the term wor- 
ship and applies to our Lord the weaker expression, 
kneel before, that is, Matthew 8.2; 9:18; 15.25; 20.20. 
Thus the RSV translators deny, in effect, that the 
leper, Jairus, the Syro-Phoenician woman, and the 
mother of James and John worshipped the Lord Jesus. 
No, these suppliants merely knelt before him! And 
yet, the RSV translates proskuneo so as to have 
Cornelius worship Peter (Acts 10:25) and John 
worship the angel (Rev. 19:10; 22:8). 

Thou or You? 

The RSV has adopted the usage that Thou and 
Thee are used of God and you and your of men. 
Then, they have used you and your generally for 
Christ. (Always except in Old Testament quota- 
tions). This is particularly objectionable when the 
whole glory of Christ as Messiah and as divine Lord 
is in the predicate. Thus when Peter confesses 
“Thou art the Christ (Messiah), the Son of the liv- 
ing God”, the RSV renders, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” 

Again, when Saul is stopped on the road to Damas- 
cus by the light of God and hears the Voice from the 
Theophany speaking to him in his native Hebrew, 
he answers the Lord whom he has always: worship- 
ped, thus, “Who art Thou, LORD (Adhonay- 
JHVH).” But the RSV renders it “Who are you, 
Lord?”, despite the fact that the heavenly reply is: 
“I—the Lord—am Jesus”, and the fact that Paul in 
his Epistles repeatedly identifies the Lord Jesus with 
the LORD of the Old Testament. 

Texts Describing Jesus As God 


There are a number of texts in the New Testa- 
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ment, perhaps ten, which ascribe to Jesus the term 


God, theos. The RSV avoids giving a number of 
these to Jesus and it does so in the face of the testi- 
mony of those scholars who have published modern 
critical texts of the Greek Testament. The three 
Greek New Testaments professedly used by the RSV 
translators were those by Nestle, Westcott & Hort, 
and Souter. Of these three, the last two read Romans 
9.5 thus: “Of whom is the Christ according to the 
flesh, who is God over all blessed forever. Amer.” 
Nestle, giving a resultant reading, leaves the ques- 
tion undecided between a comma, a semi-colon, and 
a colon. The RSV puts a full stop, a period, after 
flesh, and reads thus: “. . . according to the flesh is 
Christ. God who is over all be blessed forever, 
Amen.” But the grammar of this text as well as the 
true translation of Romans 5.8 and Romans 8.35 and 
39 show that Jesus is not separated from but identi- 
fied with God so that God commends His own love 
toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us. 

At John 1.18 both Westcott and Hort and Nestle 
give in the text “God only-begotten”, while Souter 
gives the same in the margin. The RSV disregard- 
ing their boasted use of the oldest manuscripts gives 
“the only Son.” 

Each of the three critical Greek texts used by the 
RSV translators, namely those by Nestle, Westcott 
& Hort, and Souter, give the reading, “the Church 
of God which He purchased with His own blood”, 
at Acts 20.28. But the RSV pushed aside the weight 
of manuscript evidence which each of these three 
texts preferred and took the less well attested read- 
ing, “the Church of the Lord which he obtained”. 
Thus again they avoid giving Jesus the term God. 

Over against these, one ought to note that in Titus 
2.13 and in 2 Peter 1.1 the RSV allows the Gran- 
ville Sharp rule in reference to the definite article 
and renders these passages: “the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ”, and 
“in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” Compare also Jude 4. On the other hand, 
the RSV fails to apply the same rule in 2 Thess. 1.10 
where even Bultmann admits the translation, “ac- 
cording to the grace of our God and Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Why should the RSV use the rule in Titus 
and Second Peter and Jude and refuse to use it in 
Second Thessalonians? Well, representative mem- 
bers of the RSV group date Titus and Second Peter 
late. Accordingly, they have no objection to admit- 
ting that Jesus was called God in these allegedly 
second century books—of course Jesus is regularly 
called God in the Ignatian Epistles, about 110. But 
they avoid applying the rule in the case of Second 
Thessalonians which is one of Paul’s early epistles— 
though the rule is as applicable in Second Thessa- 
lonians as in Second Peter and perhaps a bit more 
applicable on grammatical grounds than in Titus. 


The Old Testament Witness 
Space permits the examination of only a few 
passages. 


In the first of these, Psalm 45.6, the regular He- 
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brew word for God, Elohim, occurs. This word is 
rendered in the LXX Greek, bo Theos. It is cited 


in Hebrews 1.8, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and 
ever.” 


But the RSV changes this to a mere adjective and 
renders it, “Your divine throne endures forever and 
ever.” Apparently, the Old Testatment RSV trans- 
lation is working to separate Christ from and to avoid 
identifying him with God. 

Hebrews 1 :2-3. In the great testimony to Christ 
with which the Epistle to the Hebrews opens, there 
are several minimistic elements in the RSV. In 
contrast to the earlier words through the prophets, 
the text asserts that “God spake unto us in Son 
Whom He appointed heir of all things.’’ Now there 
is no article in the Greek before Son, but the several 
relative clauses which follow make the Son quite 
definite. Therefore, the RSV ought to have trans- 
lated not “a Son,” but ‘the Son” or “His Son,” or 
“that Son Whom He appointed etc.”’ Again the 
Greek word, apaugasma may mean either the out- 
shining, or the reflection, either the effulgence, or 
the refulgence. The Christian translation from the 
days of the fathers has always been the former of 
these two meanings and that suits the context better. 
Thus Kittel, ThHbzNT, 1.515 decides: “Never- 
theless the unanimity of the patristic exegesis makes 
the probable sense this: “Christ is the outshining of 
the Divine glory.” Finally, the Greek asserts that 
Christ is the very image of His whole nature or be- 
ing. Now the RSV has weakened the verb is to bears, 
which following the other weakening from efful- 
gence to reflects and from the Son to a Son, gives 


the RSV a lower Christology. 


In Isaiah 7.14 God gives Ahaz a supernatural sign 
that an almah shall conceive and bring forth a son 
and shall call his name Immanuel. The word Almah 
is certainly used elsewhere in the Old Testament with 
the meaning virgin, as the virgin Rebeccah who was 
sought as a bride for Isaac and the girl Miriam who 
watched over her baby brother Moses. Accordingly, 
the LXX translated almah in the light of this usage, 
in the light of the context which required a super- 
natural sign, and in the light of the name of God 
the babe was to bear as “A virgin shall conceive . . . 
and call His name Immanuel (God with us).” The 
evangelist Matthew took over this correct rendering 
of the passage and under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit applied it to the virgin conception of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. From that day on the prophecy 
in Isaiah 7.14 has been used by the Christian Church 
as a testimony to the virgin birth of Christ, Cf Justin 
Martyr’s Dialogue with Trypho the Jew. Now the 
RSV asks the Church to surrender the testimony of 
the Septuagint in its correct translation of this verse, 
the testimony of the inspired evangelist Matthew, 
and the testimony of the centuries of Christian wit- 
nessing—to let them cut the virgin birth out of 
the Old Testament prophecy and so support the 
Jewish contention. 


According to Mark 12.35-37, Jesus cited Psalm 110 
to show that the Messiah was the Lord of David, the 
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Lord seated at the right hand of God until His ene- 
mies are made the footstool of His feet. There- 
ifter this Psalm is quoted and reflected in the New 
Testament and other primitive Christian literature 
wer a score of times as Jesus is represented seated 

the right hand of God. Nevertheless, the RSV 
ranslates Psalm 110 .1 with the use of a small | 
tor Lord and the use of your instead of thy. Accord- 
ng to the whole New Testament of our Lord and 





Saviour Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit in this Psalm 
sets forth the Messiah as David’s Lord, the Lord at 
the right hand of the Almighty, the Lord seated on 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty on high 
until even His last enemy be destroyed. Yet the 
RSV translates thus: 

“The LORD says to my lord 

“Sit at my right hand, till I make your enemies 
your footstool.” 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JANUARY 11 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Confessing and Following Christ 


Background Scripture: Matthew 16. De- 
votional Reading: Phil. 2:1-11. 


“Confessing and Following: saving faith compels us to do both. Some people say they believe — they have 
given intellectual assent to the fact of Jesus Christ — but they neither confess or follow Him. Others try 
to be secret disciples, like Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, but none of us have much admiration for 
such disciples who are ashamed to confess Him before men. Christ said that those who were ashamed of 
Him in this sinful generation were those of whom He would be ashamed in the Day of Judgment, and that 
those who confessed Him before men would be 














confessed by Him. It is no trivial matter, this thing 
of confessing Christ! But confession with the lips 
is not sufficient; there must be confession with the 
life, and that means following Him. If we really 
believe with the right sort of faith — faith that 
works by love — then we will both confess with 
the mouth and follow Him in our lives. 


Our Devotional Reading is that great and fa- 
miliar passage in Philippians 3:1-11, and it would 
be a rich study in itself for the whole of the lesson 
period. Paul, in these verses, sums up in a marvelous 
way the Humiliation and the Exaltation of our 
Saviour, as He emptied Himself and subjected 
Himself even to the shameful death of the cross. 
Then he points out His glorious Exaltation when 
His name shall be above every name, and every 
knee shall bow and every tongue confess. He urges 
us to have this same mind in us. The path of great- 
ness for us in many ways is similar to the path He 
trod. We cannot go as far, or do the work He did 
as the Saviour, but we can follow in His steps. This 
selection is especially appropriate as a splendid In- 
troduction to our study today. 


Before coming to the heart of the lesson let me 
very briefly notice the two incidents in Verses 1-12, 
for they also lead up to the lesson. 


The first paragraph deals with the oft-repeated 
demand for a “sign” on the part of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees. Those who will not believe, like 
these two classes of Jewish leaders, try to salve their 
consciences by asking for additional evidence, or 
“signs.” These men had all the evidence that was 
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needed ; all that the disciples had; they had seen His 
Marvelous Miracles, heard His Matchless Words, 
lived in the presence of His Spotless Life. What 
further need was there for “signs” ? 


The second paragraph is a solemn warning about 
the “leaven,” or teaching, of these same Pharisees 
and Sadducees. In another place He includes the 
Herodians. These three sects of the Jews were all 
bitter enemies of Jesus, and they represent the three 
kinds of “leaven,” or doctrine, which have been 
the bane of the Church: Formalism, Skepticism, 
Worldliness. If we will read and study Church 
History we will realize the necessity for such a 
warning on the part of the Great Head of the 
Church. Where Persecution has slain its thousands, 
these three forms of false teaching, have slain their 
tens of thousands, for while Persecution may kill 
the body, or cause timid people to recant, these 
have destroyed the souls of millions of professed 
followers of Christ. In a very real way these pre- 
liminary paragraphs lead us to the Heart of the 
Lesson which may be called: A Great Question, 
and a Great Answer: A Great Sacrifice and a Great 
Challenge. 


I. A Great Question and a 
Great Answer: 13-20. 


First, there is a General Question: Whom do 
men say that I am? The answer shows the variety 
of opinions which people in general held concern- 
ing Jesus: John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets. All of them were sadly deficient, 
and but showed the shallowness of the minds of the 
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multitudes. Herod, especially, held the first view, 
for his guilty conscience led him to think thus. It 
would seem to us that Jesus was not very much like 
Elijah: John and Elijah were alike, but Jesus was 
more like Elisha than the former rough and rugged 
prophet. Those who said, Jeremiah, it seems to me, 
had the deepest insight, for both Jesus and Jere- 
miah were ‘men of sorrows.’ But none went deep 
enough; none were true; for all considered Him 
nothing more than a great man. We have the same 
variety of opinions today, for there are varieties of 
Unitarians, some of them pretending at least to be 
ardent admirers of Jesus as a Man and Teacher, but 
all are Unitarians, and should not claim to be 
Christians, since they deny His Deity. 


Jesus was not satisfied with such answers then 
and He is not satisfied with any such answers to- 
day. There must be on the part of His disciples a 
recognition of His Eternal Power and Godhead. 


So He asks His disciples a Personal Question: 
Whom say ye that I am? Peter, answering for the 
others, made his familiar and famous reply: “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Here 
was the kind of faith Jesus was looking for—and 
He tells Peter in effect that such a faith comes from 
the Father. As Paul says later, It is the gift of 
God. To have it shows that we have a revelation 
from God. As a reward for such faith Jesus says 
that He will build His Church on this rock; this 
confession of faith in Him as the Christ and as the 
Son of God. The Church—the true Church—is 
built on belief in the Deity and Messiahship of Jesus 
Christ. 


By preaching this Gospel in its simplicity and 
power they would open and close the door to heaven. 
(This, I believe, is what is meant by “the keys to 
the kingdom of heaven”). Paul says later that the 
gospel is a savor of life unto life, or of death unto 
death. Preaching the gospel brings men face to face 
with a decision: some reject Christ and His offer 
of salvation, and the door is closed; others accept, 
and the door is opened; some remain slaves of sin, 
others become free men in Christ Jesus. 


II]. A Great Sacrifice and a Great 
Challenge: 21-28. 


From this time Jesus began to reveal to His 
disciples the true nature of His Mission on earth. 
They had a very wrong idea of that mission. They 
thought that He had come to set up the Kingdom in 
its power and glory, overthrow the Roman Empire, 
deliver Israel, and give to each of them a place of 
prominence in that earthly kingdom. 


He begins now to tell them about His coming 
death at Jerusalem at the hands of the Jewish lead- 
ers, and His Resurrection from the dead. He had 
come, not to reign, but to suffer and die. This was 
strange and unwelcome teaching, and Peter reacted 
in his characteristic way. He took Jesus aside and 
began to rebuke Him! This shall not be! The very 
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idea was abhorrent to Peter, and no doubt to the 
others also. Then Jesus had to severely rebuke the 
very disciple whom He had so highly praised only 
a short time before. You are a hindrance, or a 
stumbling-block. Satan is using one of Jesus’ own 
disciples to tempt the Master. He sometimes uses 
our friends to tempt us. 


There are still those who have little use for the 
Atoning work of Christ; for the Cross and the 
Blood. They even blasphemously make fun of what 
they call “the gospel of the shambles.’’ They pre- 
tend to laud Jesus as a Great Man and Marvelous 
Teacher, and want us to follow His “Way of 
Life,” but refuse to believe that ““The way of the 
Cross leads home; that we are redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ. They reject or refuse to 
take seriously all the teaching of Jesus Himself, and 
of Paul, and, for that matter, of the whole Bible; 
for the Bible centers in the Sacrificial death of 
Christ; the throne in heaven is the throne of God 


and of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world. 


There follows the Challenge in Verse 24; If any 
man will come after Me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me. To accept this 
solemn challenge is to find life in its fulness and 
sweetness and power. Let us look at the three parts 
to this challenge. 


Say NO to self. A life of self-seeking, self-in- 
dulgence, and self-aggrandizement ends in miser- 
able failure. There are many examples in History. 
The so-called World-Conquerors were men of this 
type. They led miserable lives, and died miserable 
deaths. Think of the end of Hitler, the latest of 
these would-be conquerors! In contrast, look at the 
unselfish, holy life of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Take up his cross. David Livingstone took up 
the cross of Africa; Booth took up the cross of the 
poor people in the slums of London; Grenfell took 
up the cross of Labrador. Jesus took up the Cross 
of Calvary of the World of Sin; He laid down 
His life voluntarily. 


Follow Me. The way the Master went is still 
the way of real LIFE. 


Be sure and study the balance of the chapter. I 
do not have space. 





William Douglas Dodds 


Whereas William Douglas Dodds, faithful Rul- 
ing Elder of Fondren Presbyterian Church, Jack- 
son, Mississippi, passed to his eternal reward No- 
vember 17, 1952, we hereby formally record the 
sense of deep, irreparable loss which this church 
has suffered and our lasting debt of gratitude to the 
memory for his loyal service to Christ and His 
Church. 

The Session of 
Fondren Presbyterian Church. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 11 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





Until We Behave Like Brothers 


DEVOTION : 

Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” 

Offering 

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

To indicate that the United Nations is Christian 
in its doctrine and approach is to give a false im- 
pression. To suppose that through the United Na- 
tions men will become “brothers” is to entertain a 
false hope, for such is not its aim and character. 
Though much good may be accomplished by the 
UN, and avenues of service provided whereby 
Christians may be useful, it is in no sense a mis- 
sionary enterprise, nor is it an approach to world 
problems that will recognize and meet the basic, 
underlying need of all men, that is, of being recon- 
ciled to God. This need can only be met through 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the gospel of redeem- 
ing grace. Men will never be truly reconciled to 
each other until they are reconciled to God, thus 
finding their unity in Him who is Lord of all the 
nations. Let us look for a moment at the United 
Nations that we may get our perspective as Chris- 
tians in determining what part we may play in 
meeting world needs and in solving world prob- 
lems. 

First SPEAKER: 

Basically the UN is a combined court of arbitra- 
tion and police force. It is a place where interna- 
tional matters may be discussed and policies deter- 
mined, and it is a police force which is designed to 
enforce its policies and regulate the activities of 
those who participate, using armed force where it is 
deemed necessary. (Such as the “police action” in 
Korea.) Also it provides avenues through which 
aid may be given to needy peoples, and encourages 
closer cooperation and better understanding between 
nations. It is an international organization, pri- 
marily political and social in both character and 
aims. Both are good, and none would question the 
need for such an international council and clearing 
house. Howrver, let us be warned again, that, 
though much is being aaccomplished that is extreme- 
ly worth while, the UN will never provide lasting 
peace nor establish brotherhood among men and 
nations. Until men are brought under the govern- 
ment of God, under the reign of the Prince of 
Peace, when every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father, there will never be world peace 
or brotherhood. 
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PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Most of us surely realize that until the end of 
the age there will be wars and rumors of wars, and 
existing strife among the nations of earth. Jesus 
plainly said that it would be so. However, this does 
not mean that we should not pray for peace now, in 
our day and generation; nor does it mean that we 
should not seek to establish harmony by every pos- 
sible means. It does mean that our hope can not be 
in the UN or in any other man-made plan for peace. 
Our hope is in Him before whom the nations shall 
bow and under whose authority peace shall be estab- 
lished ; under whose righteous reign the nations shall 
study war no more. But let us see now what our 
second speaker has to say concerning the UN and 
world brotherhood. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

There is an aspect of the UN that is directly 
beneficial to needy people, and in which we are 
surely interested. Through the relief program, 
the help to farmers, the health program, and the 
promotion of better understanding as to habits and 
culture, much of vital assistance is being given. No 
person having any of the milk of human kindness 
could fail to sense the importance of this. particular 
phase of the UN. However, we must not be blinded 
to the fact that no one of these things or all com- 
bined will provide lasting peace or true brother- 
hood between nations. History has plainly taught 
us that often the ones befriended find occasion to 
become enemies when help is no longer needed or is 
of necessity withdrawn. Only when men’s hearts 
are changed through faith in Jesus Christ will a 
basis for lasting peace be established and will true 
brotherhood be created. If what is being done could 
be done in the name of Jesus, thus providing access 
for the gospel of redeeming grace, then there would 
be much of lasting good accomplished. To leave 
out Christ is to omit the only One who can change 


the hearts of men, bringing “peace on earth, good 
will toward men.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

There are always plenty of workers who are 
ready and willing to serve in such an organization 
as the UN, but the workers are all too few who 
are willing to go into the highways and. by-ways to 
win souls for Jesus Christ, so it seems to me that 
as Christians our first responsibility (and it is a 
full time responsibility) is to be witnesses for 
Christ, carrying the gospel to the ends of the earth, 
ministering to the needs of men in the name of the 
Lord. There are plenty of “dead” to care for the 
“dead.” The Master is calling His own to serve 
and follow Him. Now let us listen to our third 


PAGE 11 





speaker as he presents something of the practical 
aspect of Christian service among the nations. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 


In our scripture lesson for this evening our Sa- 
viour has presented a scene that pictures at least one 
aspect of the last judgment when men shall give an 
account unto God for the deeds done in the body. 
It deals primarily with judgment in the light of 
our service to others, for it is by serving others that 
we serve the Lord. The implication is plain that 
those who neglect to serve men are not true be- 
lievers and disciples of Him who came not to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ran- 
som for many. True servants of Christ will be 
“doers of the word, and not hearers only.” How- 
ever, this phase of judgment is not to be understood 
as the final basis for judgment. We are not saved 
by works, and ministering to the needy will not 
give us entrance into the presence of God. Let us 
not be misled into believing that through the UN 
or any other worthwhile and humanitarian Project 
that we shall earn the favor of God; for “this is 
the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom 
He hath sent.” The UN is not a substitute for faith 
in Christ and His cleansing blood, nor is participa- 
tion in its program a substitute for the work of 
evangelization to which we are called as believers 
in Christ. Let us recognize its basic value; pray for 
those who administer its affairs; help where and 
when we have opportunity. At the same time, let 
us be guided by God in all of our endeavors, that 
we may avoid serving as one beating the air, major- 
ing in the minor things, while neglecting the “high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.”” We need spiritual 
balance and discernment, that what we do may be 
done in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
unto God by Him. The greatest contribution that 
we can make toward bringing peace and establishing 
a brotherhood among men is to preach the unsearch- 
able riches of grace, bringing men into fellowship 
with God and into the fellowship of the saints. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Until we are brothers in Christ, born of the 
Spirit into the family of God, we will never behave 
like brothers. Any fellowship superimposed upon 
men through organization and program will in- 
evitably fail, _ until men are brothers in heart, 
they can only “act” like brothers. It will not be real 
and lasting. How earnestly we should seek to win 
men and nations to Christ, that there might be 
“unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” as men 
become brothers in Christ. Thus we may serve 
Christ and our fellowmen, and at the same time 
bring a spirit of unity and brotherhood that will 
be eternal in duration and infinite in value. 
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A Living Lnvestment 
in American Youth 
e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 


e Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
e Military Training for Reserve Commissions 


Presbyterian College 


Clinton, S. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 











Christian Emphasis Educational Excellence 
Friendly Personal Attention — Small Classes 
Tests And Guidance 
Business Administration — Preparatory 
Apartments For Married Students — Korean Veterans 
Second Semester Begins January 28, 1953 


College - 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Box 38-W Maxton, North Carolina. 











Women’s Work 


Important Information 


For Women Of The Church Of 
The Synod Of North Carolina 


The Board of Trustees of the William Black 
Home, Montreat, N. C., unanimously adopted the 
following recommendation of the Presbyterian Presi- 
dents, presented by Mrs. Rufus D. Wilson, Presi- 
dent of the Women of the Church of the Synod of 
North Carolina. 





Recommendation From 
Presbyterial Presidents 


“In view of the small number of reservations, 57 
in all, which were alloted to North Carolina under 
the new plan of allowment of reservations in the 
hotels of the Mountain Retreat Association for the 
Women’s Training School, Montreat; and since 
it is necessary that the Presbyterial Presidents and 
District Chairmen attend this conference (since the 
program for District Conferences are presented and 
discussed then) ; and since the Chairman of Com- 
mittees promote the program of the Church; the 
nine Presbyterial Presidents requested me to recom- 
mend to this body that the reservations at the Wil- 
liam Black Home Women’s Training School be 
handled by them in order that the women in posi- 
tions of leadership, who are promoting the program 
of the Church in the Synod of North Carolina, 
might attend this conference.” 


The above Recommendation applies ONLY to 
reservations for the Women’s Training School. 
All oTHER reservations are to be made through 
Mrs. C. W. Maxwell, Manager of William 
Black Home, 2019 Briarwood Road, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 


On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the William 
Black Home.—E. E. Gillespie, President of Board. 
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1953 


A flower unblown; a book unread; 
A tree with fruit unharvested ; 
A path untrod; a house whose rooms 
Lack yet the heart’s divine perfumes ; 
A landscape whose wide border lies 
In silent shade ’neath silent skies; 
A wondrous fountain yet unsealed; 
A casket with its gifts concealed, 
This is the Year that for you waits 
Beyond tomorrow’s mystic gates. 


ChurchzNews 


S. C. Ministers’ 


Convocation 


The Synod of South Carolina’s Minister’s Con- 
vocation will be held at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Columbia, S$. C., January 12th and 
13th. Dr. Julian Price Love, Professor of Biblical 
Theology, Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, will speak on the Acts of the Apostles. 
Dr. A. Kemp Fiddler of Tidewater Sanatorium, 
Beufort, S. C., will speak on “The Church and 
Alcoholism,” and the Rev. Hubert V. Taylor, As- 
sociate Pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church, 
— Ga., will speak on “The Theory of Wor- 
ship. 








The Columbia Seminary Choir, under the direc- 
tion of Rev. Hubert V. Taylor, will render a pro- 
gram of sacred music in the Convocation. 





The Moderator 


Eight official engagements make up the January 
speaking-schedule for Dr. W. A. Alexander, Moder- 
ator of the General Assembly. 


On January 7, Dr. Alexander will speak at West- 
minster Church in Miami, Florida. The next day 
he is to appear at a Presbyterian Ministers’ lunch- 
eon, also in Miami, and on January 11, he will be 
at the Shenandoah and the Granada churches, both 
of which are also in Miami. 


On the 13th and 14th of January, the Moderator 
will be in St. Petersburg at the First Presbyterian 
Church there. He will be at the First Church in 
Tampa on January 15 and at the First Church, 
Orlando, on the 18th. 





International Congress 
On Prophecy 
(Reported By M. A. Hopkins) 


It was my privilege to attend the last four days 
of this congress on prophecy which was held in the 
great Calvary Baptist Church in New York from 
Nov. 9 to 16, 1952. I was impressed with the sane- 
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ness, soundness, and scripturalness of all the twenty- 
odd addresses I heard. The speakers did not claim 
to offer anything new, but only a re-affirmation and 
fresh presentation of the things most surely be- 
lieved among us. It was all a confirmation and co- 
ordination of the views I have held and taught for 
forty years. 


The Congress had this to say of itself: “This 
Congress is sponsored by over 60 outstanding Chris- 
tian leaders and the American Association for Jew- 
ish Evangelism. It brings together the world’s out- 
standing authorities on prophecy for eight days of 
forums, lectures and seminars on contemporary 
history in the light of Scriptures. Over thirty well- 
known Bible teachers and authors will present in 
50 sessions fresh studies of Bible prophecy. 


“This is not simply another Bible Conference. 
Church leaders and many other Christians feel that 
there must be a message from God’s Word for our 
time concerning the return of our Blessed Lord. 
History is reaching its final culmination. Mankind 
is saturated with sin and exhausted with the limita- 
tions of chosen leaders. Christ is the only answer 
to the chaos of this hour. We lift up our heads 
because we believe that our redemption draws nigh. 
A gathering of Christian leaders such as is pro- 
posed by this Congress on Prophecy will compel 
attention to be given to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose coming again is our ‘blessed hope.’ ” 


Among the galaxy of speakers there were twelve 
editors of Christian periodicals, and eight presidents 
of colleges, theological seminaries and Bible In- 
stitutes. Some of the best addresses were delivered 
by Bishop William Culbertson, President of Moody 
Bible Institute; Dr. Louis T. Talbot, President of 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles; Dr. Alva J. 
McClain, President of Grace Theological Seminary, 
Winona Lake, Indiana; and Dr. Robert G. Lee, the 
veteran Pastor of the 9,000 member Bellevue Bap- 
tist Church in Memphis, Tenn. 


All agreed that the end of the age and the second 
coming of Christ, in the light of the signs of the 
times in which we are living, are near, but no at- 
tempt was made to fix any date. All recommended 
as a “must” a book with the arresting title BEHOLD 
Tuy Kino Comet, published by the Canterbury 
Press, 33 Ludgate Hill, E. C. 4, 128 pages, cost 
$1.50. Each chapter is written by a Church of 
England scholar independently of the others, under 
the editorship of Brother Edward, who says of the 
seven writers of this book: ‘““They are men who 
have been through the furnaces of higher criticism, 
but the flames have left their faith in Christ’s sec- 
ond coming unhurt,” like the three Hebrew chil- 
dren in the fiery furnace. Again he likens them to 
Moses and Elijah, saying: “On the Mount of 
Transfiguration Moses was not heard discussing 
the authorship of the Pentateuch, nor Elijah the 
date of | Kings. They were absorbed in the next 
major event in the Lord’s progress.” These seven 
scholars, writing independently on seven prophetic 
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themes, are in remarkable agreement that we are in 
the end time and that the second coming of Christ 
in visible glory and power is “the next major event 
in the Lord’s progress.” The theological back- 
ground and undoubted scholarship of these men is 
a striking testimony that should wake up the sleep- 
ing virgins of the modern ecumenical church to 
hear the mid-night cry of the Bridegroom: “Rise 
up, my love, my fair one, and come away,” S. O. S. 


2:10, 13. 





New Missionaries 
Appointed 


At its recent meeting the Board of World Mis- 
sions appointed twelve new missionaries, five to 
serve in Congo, four in Korea, two in Mexico, and 
one in Japan. All but one of these will attend the 
Appointees’ School in Montreat next summer. Three 
of the newly appointed missionaries were born on 
the mission field, children of missionaries. 


Appointed to serve in the Congo as industrial 
and evangelistic missionaries are Mr. and Mrs. Earl 
S. King. Mr. King was born on Mutoto Station 
in Congo. He is the son of the Rev. and Mrs. Earl 
S. King, Sr. He received his education at the Cen- 
tral School for Missionaries’ Children in Lubondai, 
Africa, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond from which he 
will graduate in the spring of 1953. In the summer 
of 1949 Mr. King served as pastor and youth di- 
rector of the Roanoke Valley, Virginia church. At 
the present time he is serving as pastor and youth 
director of the Rockfish Church in Greenfield, Vir- 
ginia, a position which he has held since 1950. He 
is a member of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Clifton Forge, Virginia and plans to be ordained 
by Montgomery Presbytery in the summer of 1953. 

Mrs. King, who was Virginia Campbell Wood, 
is a native of Natural Bridge, Virginia. She is a 
graduate of Montreat College and took her nurses 
training at University Hospital, Charlottesville, 
Virginia. She is a registered nurse and at the present 
time is serving in a hospital in Richmond. She is a 
member of the Keyser Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Iron Gate, Virginia. 


Miss Ruth Phipps who has served as teacher of 
missionaries’ children at the Central School in 
Lubondai, Africa for the past three years, has been 
approved by the World Mission Board for life-time 
service as an educational missionary in Africa and 
has recently been appointed to that position. Miss 
Phipps is a native of Princeton, West Virginia 
but her home is now in Waynesboro, Virginia. She 
graduated from Mary Washington College, Fred- 
ericksburg, Virginia and also attended the Assem- 
bly’s Training School in Richmond. In addition to 
her work as a teacher in the School in Africa, she 
has taught in high schools of Waverly and Waynes- 
boro, Virginia. At the present time she is taking 
further work at the Training School which she will 
complete this spring. She is a member of Mt. Horeb 
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Presbyterian Church of Grottoes, Virginia. 


Another second generation missionary approved 
to serve in the Congo is Mr. Thomas R. Cleveland, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Cleveland of our Congo 
Mission. Mr. Cleveland was born at Lubondai 
Station in our Congo Mission and attended the Cen- 
tral School for Missionaries’ Children there. He 
is a graduate of Texas Tech and has had a year’s 
work at Austin Seminary in Austin, Texas. Mr. 
Cleveland spent two summers working in El Paso 
Presbytery. At the present time he is employed at 
Twin Oaks Ranch, Dinero, Texas, in preparation 
for his work as an agricultural and educational mis- 
sionary. He is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Lubbock, Texas. 


Miss Adena Katherine Duggan of Macon, Geor- 
gia, has been appointed to a three year term as a 
teacher of missionaries’ children at the Central 
School in Lubondai, Africa. Miss Duggan will leave 
on December 31 to take up her work in the Congo. 
She is a graduate of Mercer University and has 
taught in the schools of Waynesboro, Georgia. At 
the present time she is Director of Religious Educa- 
tion of the Waynesboro Presbyterian Church of 
which she is a member. 


The Rey. Benson Cain, pastor of the Millbrook 
Presbyterian Church of Millbrook, Alabama, has 
been appointed to evangelistic service in Japan. Mr. 
Cain is a native of Birmingham, Alabama but re- 
ceived his high school education in Montgomery, 
Alabama. He is a graduate of Presbyterian College 
and Columbia Seminary. He served in the Navy 
during and immediately after the war. He has been 
student assistant pastor in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Marietta, Georgia and Trinity Presby- 
terian Church of Montgomery, Alabama. 


New appointees to Mexico, are the Rev. and Mrs. 
Harold L. Thomas, who will go to that country as 
evangelistic and educational missionaries. Mr. 
Thomas is now pastor of the Clayton field in Clay- 
ton, Alabama. A native of Polk County, Florida, 
Mr. Thomas is a graduate of Westminster College, 
New Wilmington, Pennsylvania and of Columbia 
Seminary in Decatur. In addition, he has studied at 
Schrivenham University, Schrivenham, England. He 
served with the armed forces for three years during 
the war. He has served as student supply pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Central City, Ken- 
tucky and the Southside Presbyterian Church, Tus- 
caloosa, Alabama. 


Mrs. Thomas, nee Charlotte Weimer, was born 
in Rockwood, Pennsylvania. She graduated cum 
laude from Westminster College where she majored 
in piano and voice. She has served as music teacher 
in the public schools of Atlanta, Georgia and as 
choir director of the Inman Park Presbyterian 
Church in Atlanta. She is now a member of the 
Clayton Presbyterian Church, Clayton, Alabama. 


New appointees for evangelistic service in Korea 


are Mr. and Mrs. Hugh M. Linton. Mr. Linton is 
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the son of Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Linton, long-time 
missionaries in Korea. Mr. Linton was born in Kun- 
san, Korea. He is a graduate of Erskine College and 
Columbia Seminary. For the last two years he has 
been serving in the Navy from which he has just 
recently been separated. He plans to complete his 
work on his Master’s degree at Princeton Seminary 
this spring. He has served as high school teacher at 
Antriville, South Carolina and as student pastor in 
East Alabama Presbytery. At present he is a mem- 
ber of the Decatur Presbyterian Church, Decatur, 
Georgia and plans to be ordained in June, 1953. 


Mrs. Linton was Betty Lois Flowers. She was 
born in Miami, Florida and is a graduate of Erskine 
College and has completed a year’s work at Erskine 
Seminary. She served for a year as young people’s 
director in the First Baptist Church of Abbeville, 
South Carolina. She is a member of the Decatur 
Presbyterian Church at the present time. The Lin- 
tons have two children, David and Stephen. 


Dr. and Mrs. David J. Seel have been appointed 
as medical missionaries by the Board of World Mis- 
sions and in all probability will serve in Korea. Mrs. 
Seel was Mary Lavinia Batchelor, daughter of the 
Rev. Alex Batchelor who is Secretary of the Division 
of Negro Work of the Board of Church Extension. 
Dr. Seel is a native >f Bradenton, Florida. He grad- 
uated from Tulane University where he was a mem- 
ber of the Phi Beta Kappa fraternity and received 
his medical degree from Tulane University School 
of Medicine. He held the second highest rating in 
his class there. Dr. Seel did his intern work at 
Charity Hospital in New Orleans. He also spent a 
year as medical officer at the U. S. Naval Hospital 
in Jacksonville, Florida, At the present time he is 
Surgery Resident at Charity Hospital. Dr. Seel is 
a member of the Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in New Orleans. If he is not recalled into 
the Navy, the Seels will go to the mission field this 
year, 


Mrs. Seel is a native of Whitmire, South Caro- 
lina and was a cum laude graduate of Maryville 
College. She is a medical technician, having received 
her training at the Charity Hospital School of Med- 
ical Technology in New Orleans. Mrs. Seel has 
served as Director of Religious Education of the 
Peachtree Road Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, 
Georgia and of the Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in New Orleans, Louisiana. At the present 
time she is Medical Technologist of the L. S. U. 
School of Medicine in New Orleans. She also is a 
member of the Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian 


Church. 





REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never 
have heard of it. 
EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
Pray For Revival 
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BOOKS 


“The Faith Once Delivered.” By Clarence E. 
Macartney. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 
Tenn. Price $2.50. 





Believing that every minister of Christ owes it 
to his congregation and to himself to preach period- 
ically a series of sermons on the great doctrines and 
cardinal truths of the Christian faith, Dr. Macart- 
ney recently prepared a series of fifteen sermons. 
These sermons are made available to the public in 
this notable volume. 


Dr. Macartney has a deep sense of stewardship 
concerning the glorious gospel which is the treasure 
of the Christian Church. He maintains that the 
great truths of the gospel are to be preached not 
only to the times but to the eternities. 


This book begins with a sermon on “God the 
Father” and ends with one on “Heaven.” The main 
tenets of the Christian faith are set forth in these 
fifteen strong messages. 


One of the most outstanding sermons in this 
volume is on “The Fall of Man.” After presenting 
the convincing evidence to support this doctrine, Dr. 
Macartney sets forth the message of Christianity 
that comes to man in his fallen condition. He does 
not leave the reader in a hopeless condition but 
rather points to Christ who died upon the cross and 
poured out His precious blood that man may be 
restored. 


Chapter twelve presents a very sane discussion of 
“The Second Coming of Christ.” He tells us that 
the practical significance of the truth of the second 
coming is that it is a doctrine which assures us that 
when the end comes Christ and His Kingdom will 
be triumphant. He writes, ‘““Not by natural develop- 
ment and not by the expansion of the church and the 
spread of the gospel will the great day of peace and 
righteousness come, but by the coming of Christ 
who shall bring human history to a conclusion and 
redemption to its climax and the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ.” 


This volume closes on the high note of Christian 
hopefulness. This hope is built on Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness. The author stresses the fact that we 
have no natural right to the heavenly life. “This,” 
he insists, “is a right conferred upon us through our 
faith in Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, and who, by His death on the cross, 
established for each one of us a ‘right to the Tree 
of Life.’ ”’ 


This latest book by Dr. Macartney will answer 
many questions asked by the Christian layman and 
stimulate any Christian minister to a greater faith- 
fulness in presenting “The Faith Once Delivered.” 


—John R. Richardson 
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“Spring on Breezy Hill.” By Betsy McCurry, 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.00. 


This book is written to show children the fascina- 
tion of the farm. It presents an ideal vehicle for 
teaching them the wonders of God’s creation. Here 
is a fine Christian story—just right for children. 





“Peloubet’s Select Notes.” By Wilbur M. Smith. 
W. A. Wilde Company, 131 Clarendon Street, 
Boston 16, Mass. Price $2.75. 


This volume contains Sunday School Notes for 
1953. It is a commentary on the International Bible 
Lessons for Christian Teaching. It is complete in 
every respect, containing bibliographies, editorial 
material, illustrations in the text, maps, full page 
reproductions of famous religious paintings in color 
and a comprehensive index. 


This seventy-ninth edition maintains the usual 
high standard in the selection, arrangement, and 
presentation of material and it is printed in a new 
clearer type. 





*“Parable Talks to Young Folks.” By John Henry 
Sargent. W. A. Wilde Company, Boston 16, Mass. 
Price $2.00. 


Here are seventy-seven three minute talks around 
objects and ideas well-known to boys and girls 
which will lead them to feel that God is around 
about us and watching over us. These talks are ex- 
cellent, illustrative material for all age groups in 
addition to the Junior and Intermediate ages. An 
additional feature of this book is a prayer and a 
few verses of Scripture in harmony with each par- 


able. 





“If You Hear A Song.” By Lon Woodrum. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $2.50. 


The author writes with a knowledge of the mod- 
ern situation—man’s desperate attempt to find an 
escape and security in anything and anyone except 
God. Fun, excitement, crime, glamour, alcohol— 
these are some of the avenues of escape that the 
characters of this book seize upon. This is a book 
that will not only inspire Christians anew with the 
power of God’s salvation but it will point the un- 
saved definitely to the cross and the salvation so 
great and costly purchased there. 





““Idea—Youth Aid Handbook.” By George F. 
Santa. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.00. 


This book is packed with practical tested ideas 
for youth workers and includes meeting plans, pub- 
licity ideas, chalk talks and quizzes. 





“Captain Daley’s Crew at Thunderhead Lake.” 
By Craig Massey. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 
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Here is a mystery story for boys and girls. When 
they finish reading this volume they will surely ex- 
claim, ““We had a swell time at Thunderhead 


Lake!” 





“This Happened in the Hills of Kentucky.” 
By John Vogel. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.95. 


This heart-warming story of how the Galilean 
Children’s Home came to be and how it has grown 
through the years is a saga of answered prayer and 
rewarded faith. The reader will learn to love the 
youngsters portrayed in the stirring recital of what 
God can do in a life completely and wholly dedi- 
cated to His service—such a life is John Vogel’s. 
This book will show you how the impossible is pos- 


sible with God. 





FOR ONLY $5! 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
(Regular Price $2.75) 


. best known .. . best loved ... most used 
Commentary on the Sunday School Lesson 
and your choice of two of 
the following books by 


DR. WM. C. ROBINSON 


Title Reg. Price 
Christ - The Hope Of Glory .......... .... $3.00 
ge RSE EER ee diee: $3.00 
Who Say Ye That I Am? ...................... $2.50 
Christ - The Bread Of Life .................. $2.50 


Now availabie at these remarkably low prices by special 
arrangement with the publisher of Dr. Robinson’s books. 


Order Today From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. — Postpaid 














$5.00 WILL BUY 


CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM 
By Dr. J. Gresham Machen 
(Reg. Price $2.50) 
and anv two of the following 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 
Title Reg. Price 


CHRIST - THE HOPE OF GLORY . $3.00 
CHRIST - THE BREAD OF LIFE .................. $2.50 
OUR LORD ......... paaionl $3.00 
WHO SAY YE THAT I AM? $2.50 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 











Take Your Choice ... For Only $5.00 
The Reformed Doctrine Of Predestination 
By Loraine Boettner 
(Regular Price $4.50) 

And Any TWO Of The Following Books 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Christ - The Bread Of Life _............. ($2.50) 
Christ - The Hope Of Glory _.......... ($3.00) 
I aE he ($3.00) 
Who Say Ye That I Am? ___.............. ($2.50) 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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